Short-term effects of local anaesthetic agents on the structure of the rat tympanic membrane.
Topical agents used in office procedures for tympanic membrane anaesthesia have been considered to cause damage to the membrane. Four different anaesthetic agents have been compared as regards their histopathological effects for a period of up to 2 weeks after application. An etching effect is obvious when using these clinically potent agents, but it seems reversible and does not leave remaining structural changes.